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421 landowners own 50% of 
Scotland’s privately-owned rural 
land. 

Inequality is worsening: 50% of 
land holdings over 500ha sold 
between 2020 and 2023 were 
acquired by those already 
owning land.



Uneven Ground (ILC and Oxfam, 2020)

Land inequality worsening in most countries of 
the world, directly threatening the livelihoods 
of ~2.5bn people. Drivers include: 
• industrialisation of agriculture and corporate 

capture of land
• financialisation of land investments
• weak regulatory mechanisms and 

institutions.



Human Rights – a 
catalyst or obstacle for 
Scottish land reform?
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