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Land provides the foundation for livelihoods, culture, social identity and the 

collective sense of justice, particularly in many low and middle-income 

countries

Affected by evolving policy priorities, linked to developments such as political 

transitions (1990s), the global farmland rush (~2005-2015), energy transition 

investments (critical minerals, carbon)
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Source: Nizalov et al (Prindex, 2024)
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Source: Anseeuw and Baldinelli (ILC, 2020)



Source: IEA (2023) 



Primarily national policy and legislation, shaped by historical legacies 

and waves of reforms – and a politically sensitive issue

But growing recourse to international law e.g. human rights law, 

investment law

Customary systems an important means for rural people to access land 

e.g. in many parts of Africa

8

Land governance



Right-to-property clauses in regional human rights systems – and jurisprudence of 

regional courts

UN treaty-based bodies and Special Rapporteurs, e.g. CESCR GC 26 of 2022 on 

land and ESC rights, SR Right to Food

Links to other human rights – and right to land in the UNDROP

Instruments on indigenous peoples’ rights (ILO Convention 169, UNDRIP), links to 

regional human rights jurisprudence esp I-ACHR
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Land and int’l human rights law



“States should recognize and respect all legitimate tenure right 

holders and their rights. They should take reasonable measures to 

identify, record and respect legitimate tenure right holders and their 

rights, whether formally recorded or not; to refrain from infringement 

of tenure rights of others; and to meet the duties associated with 

tenure rights.” (VGGT 3.1.1) 

“Redistributive reforms can facilitate broad and equitable access to 

land and inclusive rural development. In this regard, where 

appropriate under national contexts, States may consider allocation 

of public land, voluntary and market based mechanisms as well as 

expropriation of private land, fisheries or forests for a public purpose.” 

(VGGT 15.1) 

International guidance on land governance



In many countries, land law reforms since the 1990s enhanced recognition of 
customary land rights

Depending on the country, provisions on gender, pastoralism, collective landholding 
by ‘communities’

Often together with an emphasis on market-based mechanisms, aim to promote 
large-scale investment – and possible tensions between policy objectives

Intersections with other legislation e.g. priority of mining over other land uses, rise of 
carbon legislation
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National governance: a brief look at trends in Africa



Supporting government, civil society and 
other actors to strengthen the governance 
of land-based investments
 
Supported by FCDO (2020-2026)
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Workstream 1: Sustained work in 

Sierra Leone, Zambia, Indonesia

Workstream 2: Technical support 

facility (23 countries in Africa and 

Asia)

Workstream 3: Evidence, action, 

innovation
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International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development – ICARRD+20 

(Colombia, February 2026)

Upcoming FAO/ILC/CIRAD study on trends in global land ownership

Int’l fora relevant to land include: Africa Land Policy Conference, ILC Global Land 

Forum, Committee on World Food Security, …

Links with int’l policy processes on carbon, critical minerals, investment and trade

International processes to follow
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