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Review of Land Ownership Data

▪ Transparency – levels of ambition
▪ Government – administration 
▪ Analysis – within and for government
▪ Stakeholders

▪ Agencies
▪ Communities
▪ Individuals

Land Tenure Land Cover

Land Use –
production of 
commodities 
(provision ES)

Land 
Management 

(regulating  ES)

Landscape –
experiential use 

by humans 
(cultural ES)

Land Rights & 
Responsibilities



Review of Land Ownership Data 

▪ No single source 
maps ownership 
boundaries and links 
them to owners.

▪ 18 Sources

▪ 10 Criteria

▪ 4 States
▪ Functional

▪ Partial

▪ Limited

▪ Uncertain

▪ 2 Recommendations



Review of Land Ownership - Recommendations

▪ Recommendation 1 – Scottish Government to commission a cross-government data 
integration exercise to collate and integrate all relevant land ownership data, to be 
held in a trusted research environment , for without payment use by researchers, 
analysts, policy teams and stakeholders.  This exercise would also assess how far 
existing datasets can meet the need for land ownership or tenure data and to define 
a route map for filling in any missing data gaps.

▪ Recommendation 2 – Scottish Government to commit to collect and update land 
agricultural land tenure data, preferably annually, at land parcel level, and using a 
tenure typology as granular as that used up to 2021 in the June Agricultural Census.



Support to policy – kinds of questions

▪ Context – Land Reform Bill in 
2024-25, now an Act.

▪ Size - >1,000 ha
▪ Owner - identity

▪ Grouping of entities

▪ Spatial Contiguity of 
parcels

▪ Concentration
▪ “Special” cases

▪ Islands

▪ Based on Who Owns Scotland
▪ Implementation – by who 

and with what data?



Agricultural 
Census

An architecture of data for land reform and land use   

▪ Better share and integrate 
existing data – in line with 
SG Data Linkage Framework 
principles 

▪ Use to develop and deliver 
policies

▪ Consider where new data 
may need to be collected to 
better connect actions and 
outcomes

▪ Open “read” access for 
stakeholders of ownership
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Scotland’s Land Reform Futures project website

https://land-reform-futures.hutton.ac.uk/
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